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Chapter governed by the ordinary rules of international law,
___"   and therefore does not approve their being stated in
such a form. Moreover, it is clear that to stereotype
these relations in their present inchoate and unde-
veloped state would be both difficult and unwise. The
flexibility of the British constitution suggests that the
same quality should be safeguarded for the constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth or Empire.
(2) For legislation on subjects of common interest to
the Empire the Dominions in the past have been in-
debted to the Imperial Parliament. It still remains
open after the Statute of Westminster for the same
mode of action to be adopted; but, as there is diver-
gence of view among the Dominions as to the desir-
ability of thus emphasising the imperial functions of
the Parliament, the continuation of this form of action
is unlikely. On the other hand, the alteration of the
uniform law now existing on many topics would mani-
festly be inconvenient, and it is accordingly agreed
that there shall be consultation before changes are
made in such legislation. On some topics, of course,
divergence may be natural, but clearly it is necessary
that on an issue such as is prize law there must be a
measure of agreement.
The power of the Imperial Parliament was formerly
exercised for a variety of reasons, some of which are
now invalid. Thus (i.) constitutional Acts were usually
first enacted by Parliament with power to the colonies
to alter; legislation is still necessary for Canada and
may be used for the States of Australia. The succession
and the royal style were formerly under imperial con-
trol; the Statute of Westminster has provided that the
constitutional practice requires concurrent action in